














Mario’s Story

I am a 13-year-old boy with a problem—my 17-year-old uncle, Joe.
Joe stays with me when my parents go out of town. The last time, he
started to act really strange. He wouldn't let me out of his sight. Even
when I took a shower, he insisted that I keep the bathroom door open.
When I turned around, Joe was taking a picture of me in the shower.
He told me there wasn't any film in the camera and that it was a joke. I
don't think it was funny, though. On the last night he was there, he told
me to come into his bedroom and watch TV with him—only it wasn't
TV, it was sex stuff. He told me not to tell anyone because if I did he
would be in trouble e f

Does the fact that Joe is a member of Mario’s family and only 17
years old mean that he could not be a possible child molester?

—  Remember that a child molester could be anyone. Most are
family members or someone else the child knows.

—  Many child molesters begin molesting others when they are
teenagers
Does the fact that Joe has not touched Mario mean that sexual abuse
did not happen?
—  Joe violated Marios privacy by taking a picture that Mario did
not want taken—this is one form of abuse.

—  Showing Mario pornographic videos is a form of sexual abuse
and is usually a forerunner of sexual contact.

Should Mario get into trouble if he tells on Joe?

—  Mario should not be blamed.
He did nothing wrong.

—  Anytime that sexual abuse occurs, the
abuser is the one who is responsible.
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Steven'’s Story

My name is Steven. I go to junior high school and make pretty good
grades, so I'm not stupid. But the other day something happened that
made me feel really dumb. A group of guys decided that they wanted to
start a secret club. Only a few kids would be able to join their club. It was
a fun thing, and the only way that you could join was to be asked by one
of the members of the club. Well, one of my friends belonged and asked
me to join. I was really flattered, and I really wanted to join. He told me
that the club was meeting in one of the storage buildings on campus and
that we could get high and have some fun—then he grabbed my crotch
and laughed.

What do you suppose Steven'’s friend meant when he said,“We could
get high and have some fun,” and then grabbed Steven's crotch?

—  Secret clubs are often used by child molesters to gain access
to unsuspecting boys.

—  Using drugs and alcohol to lower resistance to sexual abuse
also is quite common.

Suppose that Steven went to the club meeting and ended up being
sexually molested by one of the other guys there. How do you think he
would feel?

—  Alot of boys feel very embarrassed when they realize that
they have been fooled. Often they are afraid that others will
think that they are homosexual if they have been sexually
abused by another guy.

—  Embarrassment might cause Steven and other boys in his
situation to not report their abuse.
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Family Meeting
(Not Part of Joining Requirement)

A child must feel comfortable telling his parent about any sensitive

problems or experiences in which someone approached him in an
improper manner, ot in a way that made him feel uncomfortable.
Studies have shown that more than half of all child-abuse incidents are
never reported because the victims are too afraid ot too confused to
report their experiences.

Your children need to be able to talk freely about their likes and
dislikes, their friends, and their true feelings. You can create open
communication through family meetings where safety issues can be
talked about by the entire family. The Youth Protection materials could
be discussed in a family meeting.
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